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Wepublic of Illl' Philippines
Department of Education

REGION VI
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF CALBAYOG CITY

July 21, 2026

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
NO. 2291 s.2026

ENDORSEMENT OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE INTEGRATED PHILIPPINE
ASSOCIATION OF OPTOMETRISTS, INC. (IPAO) FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE NATIONAL VISION SCREENING PROGRAM

TO: Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Superintendent
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
School Heads (Elementary & Secondary)
Non-teaching Personnel
All Others Concerned

1. Attached is the Office of the Undersecretary for Governance and Operations
(OUOPS) Memorandum No. 2026-08392 dated January 20, 2026, entitled
"Endorsement of the Memorandum of Understanding Between the
Department of Education and the Integrated Philippine Association of
Optometrists (IPAO), Inc. for the Implementation of the National Vision
Screening Program (NVSP)," for the information and guidance of all concemed.

2. The memorandum formally endorses the Memorandum of Understanding between
the Department of Education (DepEd) and the Integrated Philippine Association of
Optometrists (IPAO), Inc. to strengthen the implementation of the National Vision
Screening Program through accessible, age-appropriate, and school-based vision
screening interventions for learners.

3. In line with this, all public elementary and secondary schools are directed to:

a. Coordinate with their respective District Offices and the Schools Division Office
on the implementation of vision screening activities.

b. Extend full assistance and support to authorized IPAO personnel during the
conduct of vision screening activities in schools, subject to existing DepEd policies

and regulations.

c. Ensure that parents or guardians of learners identified with possible vision
problems are properly informed for appropriate referral and management.

d. Facilitate the submission of reports and other required documents relative to the
implementation of the program.

e._Ensure that all activities are conducted in accordance with child protection, data
privacy, and other existing DepEd policies.

Address: P2 Brgy. Hamorawon, Calbayog City, Samar
Email Address: calbayogcity@deped.gov.ph
Website: https://calbayogcity.deped.gov.ph
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Forpublic of the Philippines
Department of Ebucation

HELAOR YT
SCHOOLS DIVISKON OF CALEAYOG CITY

4. Schools are reminded that participation in school-based vision screening acti/tes
shall not disrupt regular teaching and learning activities and shall be undertzien n
close coordination with the Schooks Dwvision Office.

5. Immediate dissemination of and strict comphance with this Memorandum s
desired.
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BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DEPED) AND
THE INTEGRATED PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION or
OPTOMETRISTS (IPAO), INC. TO DEPFED RRGIONAL AND
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WHEREAS, Repoblic Act (RA) Noo 11385, otherw ise known as e Nations! Visor Scieening At
W 2019, esiablishes the National Vision Scoeening Program (NVSP) under the Depanment of Edscstion 1o
sworey = the eyos and vimon of kindeigarien lesiners | his st aims (0 enpare that children Lave scress 1o poger
eye care, promoting then overall well-being and educational success,

WHEREAS, Section 6 of RA No. 11158 provides that the Philippins Health Insormnce Compewation
Plulllealth) sholl develop a benefit package for the conrultation and treatment of eye @ weases of ¢hy dren

WHEREAS. the Philierith Optometric Renefit Packape covenag visser assessmend, prescs gt on
cyeglasses, and follow-up consultations for children aged 0-15, was implemented on Jarauw y 15, 20025, a5
wtated in PalHealth Cirenlar No 7025 00072,

WHERFAS, the optometrists are the PhilHealth-designated service providers of | e optometie
henefit package for school chicren uniil fifteen (15) years old, coverng optometr o servives and prescnption
syaplasses releving the families of financial burden related 10 the cost of zervices and eyeg asses,

WHEREAS, RA No. 12025, otbawise kiown as the Academic Kecovery and Accessible [ caming
[ARAL) Program, supports lemners by establisiung a free and effective national lcaming miervession
mogiamn to ensure that all leainers wiw are strugghing o thewr Jessons, especially in reading, mathematics,
and scrence, will be able to attamn the competencies set by the DepEd i their respective levels:

WILEREAS, learneis with vision impanmest or refractive errors reed eye and vision caanunsion
aad assessmeat, including management of refractive ervors through presenphion eyeglasees 1o ses befier, read,
and perform better academically;

WHEREAS, both Parties acknowledge e importance of early cetection, prevention. 2ad reatie
of vrsion problems, especially among school children, to support learning and overall ceveloperent,

WHEREAS, DepEd acknowledges the need for licensed optometnisis 1o deliver oplomcinic services
aual be part of the efenal pathway alfter conducting vision screening of lcamners at the school level 1o address
the impact ¢! viston problems on [iteracy and academic performancs;

WHEREAS., the IPAO. as 2 national orgamzation of optometrists with chapters nationwide, 2as
wenbers disinbuted m all the geographical regions cf the Philippines who are wilhng to provide scheol.
based optometrnic services (o Jeamners in public and private schools;

WHEREAS, the IPAO members in the various geographmeal regions of the Plubppioes shall
paricipaie by providing schoo! based optomeine services 1o leamers refeired by DepEd for exammaton o
aswessment a1 the locations agreed (o by the Parties,

WHEREAS, the IPAQ shall assist in working out a scheme with its public and pnvate panners
niuding Phaltealth, to cover the financing of prescripuon eyeglasses for school childien.

WHEREAS, both Pant:cs agree o enter a partncrship 1o ensure the effective implesmeniaton of e
Natignal Vision Screening Program, the ARAL Program, and other cye and vimon care programs for
kindergarien, clementary, and high schoo) learners aimed at addressing the reading comprebension ad
lcarning and development issucs of school children:

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in considaation of the fucpoing prommses s the tmms wd
conditions herein sef forth, the Parties agree as follows:

Article |. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

I This Understanding tormalizes (he partnership betwesn the Depbd ad IPAQD 1o cuswee
sysdemabic elenal of pre-screened Jleaness lom the school and its catchaent arcos 1o IFAO and
e Regional Optometine Centers for oploinetsic services.

2 "The pastoership s,
4. W provide scuessible, age-appropnoate, and quality oplometne services o school chuldrea

Uuough schoul bascd wole ventions,
U w establish a refenal mechanism from the schools 1o the network of oploasinists provided
by the IPAO, ’hﬂ
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o promote eatly detection of eye and vision problems, and timely provision of prescription
eveglasses (o schoeol children, and

4w facrinate data shaning and momtanng of vision outcomes pmong refered chnldren, m
abignivemt with DepBd health and wellness programs, (0 ensure opliowmn  acadene
pertormance and everall child development

Article IT. ROLFS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Subsect 10 a more defimtive Memotandum of Agieement, which will clealy set forth the specific
terms and conditions between the Panties:

DepLd undertakes to:

I.1 Establish a natonal referral system with IPAQ Nationai and Regonal Cemters 1o ensure
coordination, access, and delyver y of comprehensive eptometnic services and intervent on te
school ¢hildren with cye and visien problems:

' Include vision screening as part of the nnnual physical or medical examimation through the
Leamer Health Assessment and Screening (LHAS) utilizing standardized sciceming
proteeols, ensunng proper docuinentation: and parental consent;

13 Identify and refer schoo) ehildren pre-sereened by school heaith perscuncl o5 designated
health workers with actusl or potential vision problerss to IPAO for comp;chensive cye and
vision assessment and itervention. The referral shail be poperly documentec usmg forms
wutually sgreed upon by the Partes,

!4 Provids education (o purcuts on the importance of cye health and the optomeiric benefits anc
picscnplion eyeglasses covered uader Philflealth, with emphasis on the cffect of vision on
academ:c performance and overall child development;

1.5 Monitor and record health outcomes and share non-identifiable data with 1PAQ for follow-
up actions; and

1.6 Perform other responsibilitics nacessary for the effective and efficient nuplementat:on of the
Program.

[PAO undertakes to:

2 1 Establish s national referval system with DepEd National, Regional, and Division officzs 10
deploy optometnists to DepEd-identified schools to perform 2nd deliver oplometne services
(o pre-screened school cinldren in line with the National Vision Screening Law, the ARAL
Program. and other cye and vision health programs of DepEd;

2 2 Accept and respond to referrals from the DepCd National, Regional, or Diviston offices and
ceordinate wath authonzed personnel in a2 imely manner. the delivery of aprometric services
to pre-screencd school children with eye and vision problems;

< 3 Mobihze PRC-licensed optomelrists, preferably PhilHealth1PAD-accredited members wih
training in pediatric vision care, in predetermined locations (=uch as DepEd offices, schools,
or cemmunity cealers) to ensurs complionce with eatshing service and product standasds:

2 4 Conduet school-based or community-hosed optometric service provision for school children,
with appropriate vision assessment, prescription, and provision of conectve Leuscs of
neaded,

25 Conduct trmming of teachers or health workets 1 vision sviccung methods and protocol:

26 Devise the process of Philtlealth Oplometne Dencfit Package availmen: to cnable the
learners 1o receive free prescnplion eyeglasses in accordance with Phillicalth regulations
and guidelines,

21 Promote DepEd's implementation of the National Vision Scrcening Program. the ARAL
Program, and other eye health programs that will benefit Jearners and teachers. and

2.4 Perform other respousibilities necessary for the 2ffeetive and officient mplementation o the
Frogram

Article JI1. PROGRAM COST

DepLd shall not shoulder any costs or expenses in relation to this pragram

Article IV. IMPLEMENTATION MECITANISMS

)

A Jomt Referrnl Protocol shall be developed and adopted by hoth Partses wathea tusty (30) days
from the sigmng of 5 Memomndum of Agreement, detarhng specilic procedures for patient
referral, documeniation requircments, and communication channels: ':)\o
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